A Mother’s Day Gift: Passing on Mother’s Name &E&it: 8Z ks

Have you ever wondered why your last name comes from your father instead of your mother? Historically,
most cultures were patriarchal. Power and prestige were given to men, and only men inherited family

wealth. Therefore, all children took their father’s family name.
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This seems unfair, for even today in virtually every culture, women have tremendous responsibilities. They
still bear the brunt of domestic chores and, most importantly, bring every one of us into the world. Despite

all this, women have yet to obtain the same rights as men in many areas.
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In Asia, on the issue of family names, Taiwan is a notable exception. On this island, there is legislation
pending to give women the right to pass on their family name to their children. Western Europe and North
America have already done much to guarantee that women have the same status as men. Taiwan’s voice

could herald a new age of gender equality in this region.
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Many women suffer miserably in societies where gender bias exists. As we all become aware of this issue,
should we not be compelled to do more? Is it not our responsibility to ensure that all people have equal
rights and dignity? For Mother’s Day, let us give women a gift they have been waiting for: justice ..... and of

course, love.
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—by Howard Weston

Vocabulary

prestige [pres " tiz]n. F¥, EH

bear the brunt of & 24} to get the greater amount or larger part of something bad
bias [ " bares] n. fi L

compel [kam * pel] v. 58il; {FAEA

herald [ * herald] v. Tix...... KKK



More Information

inherit [1n ~ hertt] v. 4k, 53

pending [ * pendin] adj. & ARk

pass on f£i#

miserably [ * mizarabli] adv. B4, ATk
become aware of % t; Hiid

patriarchal [ petrz ~ ark!] adj. i 5614 IAR]10)
virtually [ * vatfuelr] adv. SZfr b, sz b



